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Everyone wanted 'ro get on: ‘I had one person’s hair in my face and another’s elbow in my groin.” ADAM DARGAVEL

TRIPPING A READER’S WILD TALE FROM THE ROAD

Packed? Try solid human tangle

MATT WHELAN NEPAL

’ve had some unhappy birth-

days in my time but this was by
far the worst. I was on a bus trav-
elling up the Terai; the humid,
jungle-carpeted strip of Nepal
that is the southern doorstep to
the Himalayas, and I was afraid
for my life.

It was festival time and only
two of the seven buses that run
the already risky route between
Dhading Besi and Arughat were
in service. I’d paid for a seat, and
was advised not to stand up for
any reason other than wanting to
lose my seat. People threw their
bags and crawled over me to get
to whatever pockets of space
might remain in the bus’s filthy
recesses. They kept coming, until
the bus’s belly was a solid human
tangle. I had one person’s hair in
my face and another’s elbow in
my groin.

As the bus began its long, up-
hill struggle, bouncing and bil-
lowing dirty clouds of black
diesel exhaust, intense feelings of
claustrophobia and misery gave
way, regularly, to abject terror.

Two days ago, a huge typhoon

had slammed into eastern India,
killing at least 100 people and
unleashing unseasonable tor-
rents of rain across the Terai,
making landslides a serious con-
cern. “Don’t worry,” wheezed my
guide from somewhere unseen
amongst the living spaghetti.
“Not landslide season.” It wasn’t
rainy season either, but still it
came down in great angry sheets.

As the bus’s balding black tires
grasped at the saturated mud
road, I could already see a num-
ber of large slides. It looked as
though the Earth had vomited,
blowing chunks of red rocks the
size of recreational vehicles to
the valley floor, which I could see
clearly, a kilometre below. The
bus, absurdly overloaded, swayed
violently and constantly, threat-
ening often to lose its grip and
send us on our own deadly des-
cent. I began to see headlines.

At the same time, glimpses of
the valley’s drama and magni-
tude were visible through gaps in
the lattice of limbs and luggage.

It seemed that leaks were burst-
ing from everywhere, spitting
forth thin, high-pressure water-
falls that poured in lacy white

lines from the steaming jungle.
We passed children playing on
bamboo swings and on other,
more elaborate contraptions that
resembled primitive versions of
the Zipper carnival ride. Else-
where, tufts of cloud stuck like
torn cotton balls to the highest
trees as yellow-billed cranes flew
about searching for cover.

But I was so bluntly aware of
my own mortality that a detach-
ment developed, and I could only
bring myself to a vague aware-
ness of the beauty of the land-
scape around me, and felt
entirely at its mercy.

An hour before we boarded the
bus, I'd been given a tika, a bless-
ing of crimson-dyed rice applied
to the centre of my forehead. It
had been put there to keep me
safe, and I was counting on it
now. We bounced and lurched
along in this awful manner, all
100 or so of us on a bus designed
for 50, for more than four hours,
until finally we did arrive, alive,
in Arughat. I was 34 years old,
and relieved - amazed really - to
have a shot at 3s.
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Newfoundland &
Wild Labrador

With award-winning tour

operator Adventure Canada

* Newfoundland Circumnavigation June 2 - 12, 2014
* Newfoundland & Wild Labrador June 29 - July 12, 2014
» Greenland & Wild Labrador September 11 - 24, 2014

With special guests authors: Margaret Atwood and Michael Crummey
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ADVENTURE
CANADA

Fjords & Icebergs, Torngat Mountains and Gros Morne National Park, L’Anse aux

Meadows, Wildlife Watching, Kitchen parties, traditional music and more.

From $3,595 - $12,795 USD + $250 USD discovery fee

Call 905-271-4000 or 1-800-363-7566

Email us at info@adventurecanada.com

or visit www.adventurecanada.com for expedition details

TAIWAN lIsland 10-Day
EE Talwan

THE HEART OF ASIA

.4 1-877-688-7922
SuperValueTours.ca

mfo@SuperVaIueTours ca

From CAD$2,599
$

(D' DAY 70th Anniversory\

Remembering D-DAY in Normandy

*special price for May 30 - June 10, 2014
Veterans & Seniors

e Return flights on Air France
¢ 6 nights Seine River cruise on MS France including

2 nights in Paris, the City of Lights

¢ Disembarking on the shores of Normandy on June 6th

e 4 nights in Bayeux, first town in France to be liberated

e Juno Beach D-Day
e Canadian cemetery in Beny sur Mer and Bretteville-Sur-Laize
e War Memorial in Caen

* UNESCO site of Mont St Michel

e St. Malo, the town Jacques Cartier lived and sailed from

¢ Monet's house and garden in Giverny
Includes
Air + Land + Meals

tico# 3094019

$5990 +air taxes / per person
Visit us at www.DDAY70.ca
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Travel and Tours

1877-701-7729 ext 239

Every Saturday

TO SUBSCRIBE CALL 1-800-387-5400
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LIMITED INVENTORY

COMPLIMENTARY DOUBLE UPGRADE!**
PAY INSIDE FARE FOR A BALCONY!

¢ Round-Trip AIR Included*
e One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel Included*

¢ FREE Prepaid Gratuities (Valued Up To $27/couple/day)

e Up To $300 Shipboard Credits***

Mediterranean Sale - from $189/day

JUN 27 & SEP 5 - VENICE TO ATHENS - 15NTS BALCONY w/ AIR* From $3,574

Includes One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel

Visiting Korcula, Heraklion, Rhodes, Kusadasi, Athens, Istanbul, Volos & Mykonos

BALCONY w/ AIR* FrRoMm $2,834

JUL 18* & NOV 14- ROME TO VENICE - 14/15NTS |ncludes One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel*

Visiting Florence, Monte Carlo, Toulon, Barcelona, Rome, Corfu, Kotor & Dubrovnik

14 Front St. S. Mississauga, ON L5H 2C4 Ont Reg # 4001400. Adventure Canada is a Member of TICO and ACTA.

Join us for a free screening
of the award-winning film
PEOPLE OF A FEATHER

Calgary - February 28th at The Plaza Theatre - 6:00 pm
Event details & RSVP:
www.adventurecanada.com/ACevents

JUL 25 - ROME TO ATHENS - 15NTS

Visiting Corfu, Kotor, Dubrovnik, Venice, Korcula, Heraklion, Rhodes & Kusadasi

BALCONY w/ AIR* From $3,944
Includes One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel

AUG 8 - ATHENS TO ROME - 15NTS
Visiting Istanbul, Volos, Mykonos, Athens, Bodrum, Santorini, Olympia & Naples

BALCONY w/ AIR* FRom $3,984
Includes One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel

SEP 19 - ATHENS TO ROME - 15NTS

BALCONY w/ AIR* FrRom $3,223
Includes One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel

Visiting Bodrum, Santorini, Olympia, Naples, Rome, Florence, Monte Carlo, Toulon, & Barcelona

with us?
Nonsense.
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Too small to advertise

It’s how you get bigger.

Learn about advertising in The Globe and Mail.

globelink.ca/adspace

OCT 3 & 24 - ROME TO ATHENS - 15NTS

Visiting Corfu, Kotor, Dubrovnik, Venice, Korcula, Heraklion, Rhodes & Kusadasi

BALCONY w/ AIR* FrRom $3,065
Includes One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel

BALCONY w/ AIR* FrRom $3,268

OCT 10* - VENICE TO ROME - 14NTS

Visiting Korcula, Heraklion, Rhodes, Kusadasi, Athens, Bodrum, Olympia, Messina & Naples

OCT 17 - ATHENS TO VENICE - 15NTS

Visiting Bodrum, Olympia, Messina, Naples, Rome, Corfu, Kotor, & Dubrovnik.

BALCONY w/ AIR* From $3,188
Includes One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel

Itineraries above are 2014 sailings. *Includes Air & air tax from Vancouver, Rates are in CAD, per person, based on double occupancy. New bookings only and are not
combinable with other promotions. Pre-paid gratuities (up to $27) are per couple and apply to 1st & 2nd guests in a stateroom. Government fees and taxes are additional.
** Complimentary Double Category Upgrade applies from Inside Stateroom to Obstructed Balcony (Category CA3). **
& Oceanview, $200 for Balcony and $300 for Princess Grill Suites or higher). +One Night Pre-Cruise Hotel is included on all sailings except for July 18th & October
10th sailings. Savings per couple are against cruise line rates and are included in advertised prices. Underlined dates represent advertised lead in prices Cruise Line
reserves the right to charge a fuel supplement without prior notice, including on fully paid bookings. All rates and sailings are subject to change and availability at the time of
booking and may go up, sell out, or be withdrawn by the cruise line at any time. Cruise Connections reserves the right o correct errors and omissions. BPCPA# 28364.

*Shipboard credits are per stateroom ($100 for Inside

Guaranteed Lowest price

1-866-634-WAVE

www.Cruise-Connections.com




